
Linked learning theme: I do like to be beside the sea 

Summer term, Year 1 (6 to 8 weeks) 

Art – Sand/clay Sculpture 
 

Prior Learning 
In EYFS, children have manipulated playdough, clay and sand by hand. They have 
created their own artwork and models. 

 

Core knowledge 

 Sculpture is art in 3D 

 Sculptures can be made by carving, modelling or placing materials together.  

 They can be made out of stone, wool, clay or any other material the artist 
wants to use. 

Key skills  

 Plan and talk about what will be made (taking inspiration from sculptures 
seen). 

 Create a small clay sculpture. 

 Create a sand sculpture, using other items from the beach to improve their 
work. 

 Talk about and make improvements to the sculpture. 

Vocabulary 
sculpture                 
natural 
2D 
3D 
join 
smooth 
mould 

 
shape 
pattern 
clay 
sand 

 
 

 
 

 

Learning outcomes  

 I can talk about differences in the work of others (peers, artists, craft 
makers, designers). 

 I can create 3D models (e.g. using play dough, plasticine, clay, sand etc.). 

 I can talk about my ideas and the artwork I have created and suggest ways 
I can improve my work. 

 


