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Dear Parent / Carers,
It has been a very busy first three weeks of this half term across school. I have been particularly impressed with the strong core skills I have seen in English, maths and phonics. Pupils are showing focus, perseverance and great learning habits, and it has been a pleasure to share their work with them and see their confidence continuing to grow.

Our assembly theme this half term has centred on mental health, wellbeing and the importance of giving, helping children understand how small acts of kindness can make a big difference. This has linked to our core school value of Respect, and supported our reflections around Remembrance, where pupils demonstrated maturity, empathy and thoughtfulness. Thank you for being part of such a positive, purposeful atmosphere across the school community.

🌺 Remembrance at Wheatcroft
Throughout the week, our assembly theme explored the importance of remembering those who served and sacrificed, both in the armed forces and communities- all impacted by conflict. Children learned about courage, peace, and gratitude, reflecting on how these themes link to our school values.
On Tuesday, the whole school observed the two minutes’ silence. It was a powerful moment that demonstrated the empathy and understanding of our pupils. Thank you to all families who supported our Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal. Together, we raised £166 for their campaign—an amazing contribution that will go towards supporting veterans, serving personnel, and their families.

⭐ Children in Need – A Bright and Brilliant Day!
Thank you to everyone who supported our Children in Need fundraising day! The school was bursting with colour as we wore something bright to celebrate kindness and giving and our focus on well-being. Together we raised £178.63 – an amazing amount toward the national total. 

📚 Reading for Pleasure – Our School, Our Story
This half term, we’ve continued to build a strong culture of reading for pleasure. Every class has been diving into high-quality texts and sharing stories daily with many linking to their writing. It’s wonderful to hear pupils talking so confidently about books and authors they love.

🌐 School Website – Support for Families
A reminder that our school website contains a wealth of helpful information, particularly in the Safeguarding and SEND sections. Content can be accessed by using the drop down menu on our website. These pages are updated regularly, so please do take a moment to explore them.
[bookmark: _GoBack]










🏛️ UK Parliament Week at Wheatcroft
Next week, led by our Junior Leadership Team (School Council), pupils will take part in UK Parliament Week, exploring how democracy works and why it matters. In assembly, we’ll focus on the British Value of Democracy, discussing how every voice counts and how decisions shape our communities. Each class will also enjoy a special “Takeover Afternoon” in the final week of term. Pupils will use their oracy skills to present their ideas, vote as a class and then help plan, a fun afternoon as part of the end of term celebrations. They will be in complete charge of what they do! This will help them learn democratic principles into action through collaboration, shared ideas and meaningful decision-making.

👮 PCSO Visit – Knife Crime Awareness for Year 5 & 6
Year 5 and 6 had a valuable workshop with our local PCSO Ian Fewster, focusing on knife crime awareness and staying safe in the community. The session supported pupils to understand risks, the law, and the importance of making safe choices. Pupils showed real maturity throughout.

📉 Attendance – Working Together (WTTISA 2024)
At this time of year, we know that illnesses increase, and genuine sickness will always be authorised in line with NHS guidance. We are also mindful of individual circumstances and take these into account when reviewing specific absences. However, even illness-related absence can cause attendance to fall below 90%, the national threshold for persistent absence (PA). This is a statutory definition under Working Together to Improve School Attendance (WTTISA 2024), and we have a duty to support families in improving attendance when it falls into this category.
Currently, whole-school attendance has dipped to 94.5%, with persistent absence rising to 19.7% of pupils.
We work closely with families to spot patterns early, offer support, and help children return as soon as they’re well enough. Regular attendance is vital for learning, progress and wellbeing. As required nationally, attendance update letters will be sent next week to families whose child’s attendance is below 90%. These letters are not a judgement—they are part of our responsibility to ensure you are aware of your child’s attendance rate and to work in partnership with you to support every child.
You can monitor your child’s current attendance levels on the My Child at School app. Thank you for your continued efforts to support routines, communicate promptly about illness, and encourage regular attendance.

❄️ Winter Weather Update
As the cold weather arrives, please ensure children bring a warm coat, and, where needed, hats, scarves and gloves. We continue to use outdoor spaces daily, and being wrapped up means children can enjoy learning and play safely.
Thank you for your understanding regarding the school closure on Thursday due to the amber weather warning. This decision was made only after carefully assessing the risks, including dangerous travel conditions and site safety. Your cooperation was greatly appreciated.
As winter continues, please remember to:
· allow extra time for drop-off and pick-up during icy conditions
· send children with suitable footwear for wet or slippery weather
· encourage regular handwashing to help reduce winter bugs
· notify school promptly if your child is unwell
· ensure all winter items are clearly named
Thank you for helping us keep everyone safe, warm and well.
Bottom of Form

With warm wishes,
Mr. G. Dyer
Headteacher
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