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[bookmark: _GoBack]Dear Parent / Carers,
Welcome back to a brand new school year! We hope you’ve had a restful and enjoyable summer. I would like to praise all our students for their excellent start to the year. Walking around school and going into classes we have been delighted with the way they have settled into their new class and the RESPECT they are showing to each other and the school community. This is a theme of the half term and I can see that we will be awarding lots of badges, postcards and house points!  I know you will continue to work with us, so your child can grow in confidence, with a love of learning, and a determination to be the best person they can be. We in school will do everything we can to help your child to do their best. Let us know if we can support you in any way. We continue to operate an open-door policy – feel free to book an appointment with your child’s class teacher, our Senior Leadership Team or myself, if you have any concerns or need support, help or advice. Please contact school through either dojo or admin@wheatcroft.n-yorks.sch.uk

👋 A Warm Welcome to New Families
We are delighted to welcome all of our new children and families to Wheatcroft this term. Whether you are joining us in Reception or further up the school, we look forward to working with you in the months and years ahead.

💬 Class Dojo – Communication
Class Dojo continues to be our first choice for communication between home and school. It is the best way to keep up to date with school news and to contact your child’s class teacher directly. To support staff wellbeing and ensure a healthy work–life balance, we operate a ‘quiet time’ policy:
· 5:00pm – 7:30am each day
· All day on weekends
If you message during these times, staff will respond during the next working day. Please also be aware that messages sent in school hours may not be answered straight away – teachers will usually reply at lunchtime, after school, or the following day.
⚠️ Important Reminders:
· Please do not use Class Dojo for emergencies or to pass urgent messages relating to or about your child.
· For urgent matters, contact the school directly via: 📧 admin@wheatcroft.n-yorks.sch.uk or 📞01723 375704







If you wish to speak to your child’s class teacher in person, they may arrange a suitable time so that no learning or teaching time is lost.

🛡️ Attendance & Safeguarding Policies
We have updated our attendance policy in line with the latest DfE and Local Authority guidance: Our expectation is that all children attend school every day, unless unwell.
Safeguarding continues to be our top priority. All staff receive regular training, and our procedures have been refreshed for the new academic year. If you have any concerns about a child’s safety or wellbeing, please contact a member of our Safeguarding Team immediately. Both policies will be available on the school website. 

✅ Attendance Expectations
We encourage all pupils to have excellent attendance. Good attendance at school is extremely important to ensure all pupils achieve their full academic achievement. As a school, we will support families to ensure that their child achieves maximum possible attendance and that any problems that prevent this are identified and acted on promptly.

We are determined to do everything we can to ensure your child has the very best start in life. An essential part of this is that every child is punctual and attends school. As a parent or carer, you have an important part to play. It is your legal responsibility to ensure your child receives a suitable full-time education and attends school on time each day.

Persistent absence and lateness will affect a child’s achievement and progress in school. Research shows that there is a direct link between a child’s level of school attendance and their level of school attainment. Good attendance is 95% or more and if attendance is below 90% the child is classified as ‘persistently absent’ from school and this will have a negative impact on the child’s learning. We have a legal duty to ensure that where this is the case, attendance rises to above the 90% threshold. We will send a letter informing you if your child’s attendance is below this and support you in any way we can to raise their attendance.

The Department for Education and our Local Authority are clear: every day counts.
Absence should only occur if your child is genuinely unwell. In this instance ensure you have contacted the office before 9am. Holidays during term time cannot be authorised. Please continue to support your child’s education by ensuring they arrive on time and ready to learn every day.

🌱 Yorkshire Water Eco-Friendly Planter
We are proud to have partnered with Yorkshire Water to create an eco-friendly planter outside the Year 4 classroom. This living feature will help us explore sustainability and the importance of protecting our environment. The children will be involved in looking after it as part of our Eco-Schools work.

🎨 School Clubs & Key Dates
We are currently finalising our programme of after-school clubs and key school dates (including parent events and curriculum evenings). Details will be shared with families as soon as possible on the next newsletter so you can plan ahead.








👟 PE Days 
Just a reminder that on PE days, children in Year 2 to 6 should arrive at school in their PE kit. This saves time and helps lessons run smoothly.
Our agreed PE kit is: Plain white t-shirt, grey or black hoodie/jumper, black or grey tracksuit bottoms / shorts, white or black trainers

🍴 School Dinners – New Price
Due to an increase in the price charged to school by our catering provider, we have had to make an adjustment to the cost of school meals. From Monday 8th September, the daily price will be: £3.53 per meal (KS2 children)
Universal free school meals remain available for all children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2.

🌐 Our New School Website
We are delighted to share with you our brand new Wheatcroft CP School website:
https://www.wheatcroftprimary.com
If you haven’t seen yet, it has been redesigned with the aim of giving you easy access to all the information and content you need as well as keeping everything in one place. Information will be regularly updated including class pages with everything your child’s class has been learning, including news and photos. We would love your feedback. If there are features or resources you would find particularly useful, please let us know.

📝 Back to School Reminders
· Please ensure all uniform, coats, and PE kit are clearly named.
· Bring a water bottle each day.
· Items from home such as stationary, toys, trading cards etc are not to be brought into school. 
· Reading at home makes a huge difference – if you can, please read with your child at least 3 times per week.
· Keep an eye on our website and Class Dojo for updates and diary dates.

We are really looking forward to a positive and successful year ahead. It has been a brilliant start. Thank you for your ongoing support – it makes all the difference!
    
Yours sincerely,
[image: ]


Mr G Dyer 
Headteacher
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